
Wicked Waterbury: Madmen Mayhem In The
Brass City
In the annals of American history, Waterbury, Connecticut looms as a city
shrouded in mystery and intrigue. Known as the "Brass City" due to its
once-booming brass industry, Waterbury harbored a dark secret beneath its
gleaming facade: a sinister underbelly where violence, corruption, and
madness flourished.
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The Early Years: A City on the Rise

Waterbury emerged in the 19th century as a thriving industrial hub, fueled
by the burgeoning brass industry. The city attracted a diverse population of
immigrants seeking opportunity, including Italians, Irish, and Poles.
However, as the city grew, so did the tensions between these different
ethnic groups.

The Rise of Gangs and Violence
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By the early 20th century, Waterbury had become a breeding ground for
organized crime. Italian and Irish gangs battled for control of the city's
rackets, including gambling, prostitution, and bootlegging. Street violence
became commonplace, with shootings and stabbings occurring on a
regular basis.

The Notorious John Regan

One of the most notorious figures in Waterbury's criminal history was John
Regan, a flamboyant gangster known as "Legs" due to his stylish pants.
Regan controlled a vast criminal empire that included bootlegging,
gambling, and murder-for-hire. He was also known for his lavish lifestyle
and his penchant for violence.

The Brass City Murders

In 1936, Waterbury was rocked by a series of brutal murders that sent
shockwaves through the nation. The victims were young women who had
been strangled and then left in a gruesome display. The police were
baffled, and the killings remained unsolved for years.
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The Madmen of Waterbury

Adding to the city's reputation for violence were the so-called "Madmen of
Waterbury," a group of mentally disturbed individuals who terrorized the city
in the 1940s and 1950s. These individuals, suffering from various forms of
mental illness, were responsible for a series of bizarre and often violent
crimes.

The Downfall of the Brass City

By the mid-20th century, Waterbury's once-thriving brass industry had
collapsed, leaving the city in economic decline. The city's reputation for
crime and violence also tarnished its image. In an effort to clean up the city,
the federal government launched a major investigation into corruption and
organized crime, which led to the downfall of many of the city's most
notorious gangsters.

The Legacy of Wicked Waterbury

Today, Waterbury is a very different city than it was in its heyday of crime
and corruption. However, the legacy of its wicked past continues to
fascinate historians and true crime enthusiasts alike. The city's history is a
reminder of the dark side of human nature and the dangers that can lurk
beneath the surface of even the most prosperous communities.

Waterbury, Connecticut, once known as the "Brass City," was a place
where violence, corruption, and madness reached epic proportions. The
city's notorious history is a tale of unchecked ambition, greed, and the dark
impulses that can drive individuals to do unspeakable things. As we delve
into the secrets of Wicked Waterbury, we gain a chilling glimpse into a



world where the boundaries of human decency were blurred and the
pursuit of power and wealth trumped all.
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