
Wayne Tilman: The Notorious Arizona
Gunman Who Terrorized the Southwest
`

Wayne Tilman was a notorious Arizona gunman who terrorized the
Southwest during the late 1800s. He was known for his deadly aim, his
quick draw, and his ruthless nature. Tilman was involved in numerous
shootouts and killed several men. He was eventually captured and
sentenced to death, but he escaped from jail and was never recaptured.
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Early Life

Wayne Tilman was born in 1851 in Missouri. He grew up on a farm and
learned to shoot at a young age. As a teenager, he moved to Arizona
Territory and became involved in the cattle industry. Tilman quickly gained a
reputation as a skilled cowboy and a deadly shot.
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Criminal Activities

In the early 1880s, Tilman began a life of crime. He became a cattle rustler
and a stagecoach robber. He was also involved in several shootouts with
lawmen and rival outlaws. In 1882, Tilman killed a man in a saloon fight. He
was arrested and charged with murder, but he was acquitted due to lack of
evidence.

Shootout at the O.K. Corral

In October 1881, Tilman was involved in the infamous shootout at the O.K.
Corral in Tombstone, Arizona. Tilman was on the side of the Cowboys, who
were feuding with the Earp brothers. The shootout left three men dead,
including Tilman's friend Billy Clanton. Tilman escaped from the scene and
went into hiding.

Capture and Escape

In 1883, Tilman was captured by lawmen in Cochise County, Arizona. He
was charged with murder and sentenced to death. However, Tilman
escaped from jail before he could be executed. He fled to Mexico and was
never recaptured.

Later Years

After his escape from jail, Tilman continued his life of crime. He robbed
stagecoaches and cattle ranches. He also killed several more men. In
1893, Tilman was killed in a shootout with lawmen in New Mexico. He was
42 years old.

Legacy



Wayne Tilman was one of the most notorious outlaws in Arizona Territory.
He was a skilled gunman and a ruthless killer. Tilman's life of crime has
been the subject of numerous books, movies, and television shows. He
remains a symbol of the Wild West and the lawlessness that prevailed
during that time.
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