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The Artist's Vision

Sun Yung Shin is a Korean-American artist known for her captivating and
often enigmatic artworks. "Wet Hex" (2013) is a prime example of her
unique artistic style. Inspired by her experiences of displacement and
cultural duality, Shin explores themes of identity, memory, and the
interconnectedness of all things.

Weaving Past and Present

The artwork is composed of intricately layered maps, photographs, and
personal artifacts. The maps, sourced from different historical periods,
evoke the sense of a labyrinthine journey through time and space. Overlaid
with them are images of Shin's family and personal objects, creating a
poignant juxtaposition between the abstract and the intimate.

Exploring Identity and Memory

Through this multi-layered composition, Shin invites viewers to reflect on
their own experiences of cultural heritage and identity. The fragmented
nature of the maps symbolizes the fluidity and complexity of our
connections to place and history. The personal artifacts, such as
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handwritten letters and photographs, evoke a sense of nostalgia and
longing, inviting us to delve into our own memories and relationships.

The Symbolism of Water

Water plays a central role in "Wet Hex." The title itself suggests a sense of
fluidity and transformation. The artwork is dominated by images of rain,
rivers, and oceans, which evoke themes of cleansing, renewal, and the
interconnectedness of all life. Shin's use of water imagery also draws
attention to the importance of environmental consciousness and the fragility
of our planet.

A Sensory and Immersive Experience

"Wet Hex" is not only visually evocative but also creates an immersive
sensory experience. The viewer is invited to engage with the artwork on
multiple levels. The textured surface of the layered maps invites tactile
exploration, while the faint scent of incense evokes a sense of ritual and
contemplation.

Critical Reception and Legacy

Since its debut in 2013, "Wet Hex" has received widespread critical
acclaim. It has been featured in numerous exhibitions and publications,
solidifying its place as a significant contemporary artwork. Shin's unique
approach to identity and memory has inspired other artists and scholars,
making "Wet Hex" an enduring work of art that continues to engage and
provoke.

Sun Yung Shin's "Wet Hex" is a captivating and multi-layered artwork that
explores the complexities of identity, memory, and our connection to the
past and present. Through its intricate composition and immersive sensory



experience, the artwork invites viewers to reflect on their own experiences
and to reconsider the ways in which our histories and cultures shape who
we are. "Wet Hex" stands as a testament to the power of art to transcend
boundaries and foster a deeper understanding of ourselves and the world
around us.
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