Ungifted by Gordon Korman: An Exceptional
Tale of Underachievers and Overachievers

Gordon Korman's Ungifted is a witty and perceptive middle grade novel
that delves into the complex and often misunderstood worlds of gifted and
underachieving students. Through the unlikely friendship between
Donovan, a brilliant but unmotivated underachiever, and Bailey, a
hardworking and ambitious overachiever, Korman explores the themes of
intelligence, motivation, and the true meaning of success.

Donovan is a paradox: he's intelligent but lazy, unmotivated but capable of
great things. He sees no point in putting in effort, believing that success will
come to him naturally. Bailey, on the other hand, is driven and hardworking,
always striving to be the best in her class. She's the type of student who
studies diligently, participates actively in class, and always goes the extra
mile.

As the story unfolds, Donovan and Bailey's paths intertwine. Donovan finds
himself drawn to Bailey's kindness and intelligence, while Bailey is intrigued
by Donovan's wit and unconventional thinking. Together, they embark on a
journey of self-discovery and growth, learning to appreciate each other's
strengths and weaknesses and to challenge their preconceived notions
about intelligence and achievement.
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Korman's writing is both humorous and thought-provoking. He deftly

captures the inner workings of Donovan's and Bailey's minds, providing
readers with a glimpse into the complexities of giftedness and
underachievement. He also tackles important issues such as the pressure
to succeed, the fear of failure, and the importance of finding one's true
potential.

Ungifted is a story that will resonate with readers of all ages. It's a story
about friendship, acceptance, and the power of believing in oneself. It's a
story that celebrates the unique gifts and talents of every individual,
regardless of their academic achievements.

In addition to its thought-provoking themes, Ungifted is also a highly
entertaining read. Korman's witty dialogue and clever plot twists will keep
readers engaged from beginning to end. The story is full of laugh-out-loud
moments, as well as moments of genuine2%z/].

Ungifted is a must-read for anyone who has ever felt like an underachiever
or an overachiever. It's a story that will make you laugh, think, and believe
in yourself.
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Here are some of the key themes explored in Ungifted:

=  The importance of finding your true potential. Donovan and Bailey
are both talented in different ways. Donovan is brilliant but lazy, while
Bailey is hardworking but not as naturally gifted. Through their
friendship, they learn to appreciate each other's strengths and to
challenge their own self-perceptions.

= The pressure to succeed. Donovan and Bailey both feel the pressure
to succeed, but they handle it in different ways. Donovan avoids
challenges, while Bailey tries to be the best at everything. Through
their friendship, they learn to find a balance between effort and
relaxation.

= The fear of failure. Donovan is afraid of failing, so he avoids trying
new things. Bailey is also afraid of failing, but she pushes herself to try
new things anyway. Through their friendship, they learn to embrace
failure as a learning experience.

=  The power of friendship. Donovan and Bailey's friendship is the
foundation of the story. They support each other through thick and thin,
and they help each other to grow and change.

Ungifted is a story that will stay with readers long after they finish reading it.
It's a story about friendship, acceptance, and the power of believing in
oneself.

About the Author

Gordon Korman is a New York Times bestselling author of over 100 books
for children and young adults. He is best known for his humorous and
thought-provoking middle grade and young adult novels, which often



explore the themes of friendship, family, and the importance of finding one's
true potential.

Korman was born in Montreal, Canada, in 1963. He began writing at a
young age, and his first novel, This Can't Be Happening at Macdonald
Hall!, was published when he was just 19 years old. Korman has since
written over 100 books, which have been translated into over 30
languages.

Korman's books have won numerous awards, including the Mark Twain
Award, the Red Maple Award, and the Silver Birch Award. He has also
been nominated for the National Book Award and the Newbery Medal.

Korman is a passionate advocate for literacy and education. He has visited
over 2,000 schools and libraries, where he has spoken to students about
the importance of reading and writing. He is also the founder of the Gordon
Korman Creative Writing Contest, which encourages young people to
express themselves through writing.

Korman lives in New York City with his wife and two children.

Ungifted is a witty and perceptive middle grade novel that explores the
themes of giftedness, underachievement, and the importance of finding
one's true potential. Through the unlikely friendship between Donovan, a
brilliant but unmotivated underachiever, and Bailey, a hardworking and
ambitious overachiever, Korman challenges our preconceived notions
about intelligence and achievement. Ungifted is a story that will resonate
with readers of all ages, and it's a story that will make you laugh, think, and
believe in yourself.
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