The Ultimate Guide to Raising and Keeping
Corn Snakes: A Comprehensive Care Guide
for Herpetoculture Enthusiasts

to Corn Snakes

Corn snakes (Pantherophis guttatus) belong to the family Colubridae and
are native to the southeastern and central United States. These non-
venomous constrictors are renowned for their vibrant color patterns, which
often resemble the kernels of Indian corn. Adult corn snakes typically reach
a length of 3 to 5 feet and have a lifespan of 15 to 20 years in captivity.
Their docile temperament and relatively low maintenance requirements
make them a popular choice among reptile enthusiasts, especially beginner
herpetologists.
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When selecting a corn snake, it's important to consider the following
factors: age, size, health, and temperament. Juvenile corn snakes are
generally recommended for first-time keepers as they are easier to handle
and establish a bond with. It's important to inspect the snake thoroughly for
any signs of illness or injury, such as mites, open wounds, or discharge
from the eyes or nose.

Corn snakes exhibit a wide range of color variations, including normal,
amelanistic, albino, and anerythristic. The choice of color pattern is a
personal preference, but it's important to note that certain color morphs
may carry genetic defects or health issues.

Housing for Corn Snakes

The ideal enclosure for a corn snake is a 40-gallon glass or plastic
terrarium with a secure screen top. The enclosure should provide ample
space for the snake to move around, climb, and thermoregulate. Inside the
enclosure, you will need to provide a gradient of temperatures ranging from
75-85°F (24-29°C) on the warm side to 65-75°F (18-24°C) on the cool side.
A heat lamp and thermostat will be necessary to maintain proper
temperatures.

The enclosure should also include a variety of hides, such as a hide box, a
moist hide, and a climbing branch. Hides provide security and
thermoregulation for your snake, while the climbing branch allows for
exercise and enrichment.

Feeding Your Corn Snake
Corn snakes are carnivores and should be fed a diet consisting primarily of

mice. The size of the mouse will vary depending on the size of the snake.
Juvenile corn snakes can be fed a pinky mouse once a week, while adults
can be fed a medium mouse every 7-10 days. It's important to avoid
overfeeding as this can lead to obesity and health problems.



Live prey should be offered to your snake in a separate enclosure to
prevent the snake from associating handling with feeding. Always supervise
your snake while it is feeding.

Breeding Corn Snakes

Breeding corn snakes can be a rewarding experience for advanced

herpetologists. However, it's important to have a thorough understanding of
corn snake genetics and husbandry before attempting to breed. Corn
snakes can be bred between the ages of 2 and 3 years old. The female
snake must be properly conditioned by exposing her to decreasing day
lengths and temperatures.

The male and female snakes are introduced to each other in a breeding
enclosure. If successful, the female will lay a clutch of eggs 2-3 weeks later.
The eggs should be incubated at a temperature of 80-85°F (27-29°C) and a
humidity of 60-70%. The eggs will hatch after approximately 60 days.

Health and Common Diseases
Corn snakes are generally hardy animals, but they can be susceptible to

certain health issues, such as respiratory infections, mites, and scale rot.
Regular veterinary check-ups are essential for early detection and
treatment of any health problems.



Corn snakes are fascinating and rewarding reptiles that can make excellent
pets for responsible and informed herpetologists. By providing proper care,
housing, and nutrition, you can ensure the well-being and vitality of your
corn snake companion for many years to come.
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