
The Lessons of Tragedy: Statecraft and World
Order
The world is a tragic place. This is not a new insight, but it is one that bears
repeating, especially in times of great upheaval and uncertainty.
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The tragic dimensions of international politics have been recognized by
thinkers for centuries. In his classic work, The Peloponnesian War, the
Greek historian Thucydides famously wrote that "war is a cruel teacher." He
went on to describe the horrors of war in graphic detail, and he argued that
even the victors are often left with little to celebrate.

Thucydides' insights into the tragic nature of war have been echoed by
many other thinkers over the years. Niccolò Machiavelli, writing in the 16th
century, argued that "there is no more difficult task than to govern a state."
He believed that rulers must be prepared to use violence and deception in
order to maintain order and protect their people.
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Thomas Hobbes, writing in the 17th century, took Machiavelli's pessimism
even further. He argued that human beings are naturally selfish and
aggressive, and that without a strong state to keep them in check, they will
inevitably descend into chaos and violence.

The tragic dimensions of international politics are not limited to war.
Economic inequality, environmental degradation, and the proliferation of
nuclear weapons are just a few of the many challenges that threaten to
undermine world order.

In the face of these challenges, it is tempting to despair. However, the
lessons of tragedy can also teach us how to avoid the worst outcomes and
build a better world.

One of the most important lessons of tragedy is that we must never
underestimate the power of human nature. Human beings are capable of
great evil, but they are also capable of great good.

Another important lesson of tragedy is that we must be prepared to
compromise. There is no such thing as a perfect solution to any problem,
and we must be willing to accept trade-offs in order to achieve our goals.

Finally, the lessons of tragedy teach us that we must never give up hope.
Even in the darkest of times, there is always the possibility of redemption.
We must never lose sight of our ideals, and we must always strive to create
a better world.

The challenges facing world order are great, but they are not
insurmountable. By learning from the lessons of tragedy, we can avoid the
worst outcomes and build a more just and peaceful world.



Statecraft in a Tragic World

The lessons of tragedy have important implications for statecraft. In a tragic
world, there are no easy answers and no perfect solutions. Statecraft is a
difficult and often thankless task, but it is also an essential one.

Good statecraft requires a clear understanding of human nature and the
tragic dimensions of international politics. It also requires a willingness to
compromise and to make difficult choices.

In a tragic world, there is no such thing as a risk-free policy. However, good
statecraft can help to minimize risks and avoid the worst outcomes.

There are many different approaches to statecraft, but some of the most
important principles include:

Realism: Realists believe that international politics is a struggle for
power. They argue that states should focus on their own national
interests and that they should not be afraid to use force to protect
those interests.

Liberalism: Liberals believe that international politics is not a zero-
sum game. They argue that states can cooperate to achieve common
goals and that they should strive to build a more just and peaceful
world.

Constructivism: Constructivists believe that the world is socially
constructed. They argue that states' identities and interests are shaped
by the international system and that they can be changed through
cooperation and dialogue.



There is no one right approach to statecraft. The best approach will vary
depending on the specific circumstances. However, all good statecraft must
be based on a clear understanding of the tragic dimensions of international
politics.

The world is a tragic place, but it is also a place of great beauty and
potential. By learning from the lessons of tragedy, we can avoid the worst
outcomes and build a better world. Statecraft is a difficult and often
thankless task, but it is an essential one. Good statecraft can help to
minimize risks and avoid the worst outcomes.
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