The Barrio Gangs of San Antonio: A Historical
and Modern Perspective, 1915-2024

San Antonio, the vibrant heart of Texas, holds a complex history intertwined
with the rise and fall of barrio gangs. From their humble beginnings in the
early 20th century to their modern-day manifestations, these gangs have
left an indelible mark on the city's social fabric.

This article delves into the origins, evolution, and impact of barrio gangs in
San Antonio, spanning the period from 1915 to 2024. It explores the factors
that contributed to their formation, the challenges they faced, and their
enduring presence in the city's landscape.
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The Genesis: The Early Years (1915-1945)

The emergence of barrio gangs in San Antonio can be traced back to the
influx of Mexican immigrants into the city in the early 20th century. Facing
discrimination and economic hardship, these immigrants formed close-knit
communities known as "barrios" within the city's West and South sides.
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Within these barrios, small groups of young men began to organize as a
form of self-protection and identity. These groups, often referred to as
"cliques" or "clubs," engaged in activities ranging from social gatherings to
petty crime. Notable early gangs included the

= Alamo Heights Gang

= The Westside Boys

= The Southside Boys

The Post-World War Il Era (1945-1965)

The post-World War Il period witnessed a significant increase in gang
activity in San Antonio. Returning war veterans, imbued with a newfound
sense of camaraderie, joined or formed gangs as a means of reintegration
into civilian life.

During this time, gang boundaries became more defined, and rivalries
between groups intensified. Gangs also began to expand their criminal
activities, engaging in drug trafficking, extortion, and violent confrontations.
Notable gangs of this era included the

= Latin Kings

= Mexican Mafia

= Tango Blast

The Golden Age of Gangs (1965-1985)

The 1960s and 1970s marked the "golden age" of barrio gangs in San
Antonio. A combination of factors, including urban renewal projects that



displaced many families and a growing drug trade, fueled gang growth and
activity.

Gangs established a strong presence in their respective neighborhoods,
controlling drug markets and engaging in turf wars. The most powerful
gangs of this era included the

= Insane Chicano Posse (ICP)

= Texas Syndicate

= San Antonio Boys

The Decline and Resurgence (1985-2005)

The mid-1980s saw a decline in gang activity in San Antonio. Law
enforcement crackdowns and community intervention programs, such as
the Gang Resistance Education and Training (GREAT) program, had a
significant impact in reducing crime and gang membership.

However, the early 2000s witnessed a resurgence of gang activity, fueled
by new waves of immigrants and economic challenges.

The Modern Era (2005-2024)

Today, barrio gangs continue to exist in San Antonio, albeit in a different
form than in the past. While traditional gang structures have weakened,
new forms of youth gangs have emerged, often engaging in less violent
activities such as graffiti and property damage.

Notable contemporary gangs include



= The Runaways
= The Tribe
= The Savage Squad
Gang-related crime remains a concern in certain parts of the city, but

overall, there has been a significant decline in violence compared to
previous decades.

Causes and Impact of Barrio Gangs
The formation and persistence of barrio gangs in San Antonio can be
attributed to a complex interplay of factors, including
= Poverty and economic inequality
= Discrimination and social exclusion
= Lack of opportunities for education and employment
= Peer pressure and the desire for belonging
= The influence of organized crime
The impact of barrio gangs on San Antonio has been both positive and

negative. On the one hand, gangs have provided a sense of identity and
protection for marginalized communities.

On the other hand, they have been responsible for violence, crime, and
fear within their own neighborhoods and beyond. Gang activity has had a
significant impact on the city's social and economic development

Solutions and the Future of Gangs in San Antonio



Addressing the issue of barrio gangs requires a multifaceted approach that
involves law enforcement, community intervention, and social programs.
Effective strategies include

= Targeted law enforcement efforts to disrupt gang activity and
reduce violence

=  Community-based programs that provide support, education, and
job training for gang-involved youth

= School-based programs that promote positive youth development
and discourage gang involvement

= Collaboration between law enforcement, community
organizations, and residents to create safer neighborhoods

By addressing the root causes of gang involvement and investing in
prevention and intervention programs, San Antonio can work towards a
future where barrio gangs are no longer a blight on its communities.

Historical Photo Journal

To provide a visual representation of the evolution of barrio gangs in San
Antonio, this article includes a photo journal with images from various eras.
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Gang members in the post-World War Il period
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Gang members in the "golden age" of barrio gangs
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The barrio gangs of San Antonio have been a part of the city's fabric for

over a century, leaving an enduring legacy that continues to shape its
present and future. From their humble beginnings as small groups of young
men looking for identity and protection to their modern-day manifestations,
gangs have had a profound impact on the city's social, economic, and
cultural landscape.

Addressing the issue of barrio gangs requires a sustained commitment to
community-based programs, law enforcement, and education. By working
together, San Antonio can create a city where every resident has the
opportunity to thrive, free from the fear and violence associated with gang
activity.
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