
Northern Rhone: A Comprehensive Guide to
Its Wines and Top Vineyards
Nestled in the heart of southeastern France, the Northern Rhone wine
region is renowned for its expressive and terroir-driven Syrah-based wines.
With a rich history dating back to Roman times, this region has established
itself as a beacon of quality and innovation in the world of winemaking.

Terroir and Climate

The Northern Rhone is characterized by a diverse range of terroirs, each
contributing unique nuances to the wines produced. The vineyards are
primarily located on steep, terraced hillsides, with soils composed of
granite, schist, and limestone. The region's climate is continental, with cold
winters and hot, dry summers. The influence of the Mistral wind, a cold,
northerly wind, helps to keep the vineyards dry and free from disease.
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Syrah, also known as Shiraz, is the dominant grape variety in the Northern
Rhone. It thrives in the region's unique terroir, producing wines with intense
flavors of dark fruit, spice, and minerality. Other red grape varieties grown
in the region include Grenache, Mourvèdre, and Viognier. White grape
varieties, such as Marsanne and Roussanne, are also cultivated,
contributing to the region's diverse range of wines.

Appellations

The Northern Rhone is divided into six main appellations, each with its own
distinct character and regulations:

Côte Rôtie: Known for its powerful, age-worthy Syrah wines with notes
of black cherry, pepper, and smoke.

Hermitage: Produces both red and white wines, with the red wines
being particularly renowned for their complexity and elegance.

Cornas: Known for its full-bodied, structured Syrah wines with intense
flavors of dark fruit and spice.

Saint-Joseph: Produces both red and white wines, with the red wines
typically exhibiting a balance between power and finesse.

Crozes-Hermitage: Known for its more approachable and affordable
Syrah wines with flavors of red fruit and spice.

Saint-Péray: Produces primarily white wines from the Marsanne and
Roussanne grape varieties, known for their richness, body, and floral
aromas.

Top Vineyards



The Northern Rhone is home to a number of prestigious vineyards,
producing some of the world's most sought-after wines. Here are some of
the top vineyards to visit:

Domaine Jean-Louis Chave: Renowned for its exceptional Hermitage
and Saint-Joseph wines.

Domaine Georges Vernay: Known for its powerful and elegant Côte
Rôtie wines.

E. Guigal: One of the most famous producers in the Northern Rhone,
producing a range of exceptional wines from various appellations.

Domaine du Pegau: Known for its full-bodied and age-worthy
Châteauneuf-du-Pape wines.

Paul Jaboulet Aîné: A historic producer, known for its Hermitage La
Chapelle, one of the most iconic wines of the region.

Domaine Jaboulet: Another top producer, known for its diverse range
of wines from various appellations.

Delas Frères: Known for its elegant and well-balanced Hermitage
wines.

Vintages

The Northern Rhone is known for the exceptional quality of its wines, and
certain vintages stand out as being particularly remarkable. Here are some
of the top vintages to look for:

2019: A highly acclaimed vintage, producing wines with intense flavors,
ripe tannins, and excellent balance.



2017: Another exceptional vintage, known for its elegant and complex
wines with great aging potential.

2015: A warm and dry vintage, producing wines with ripe fruit flavors
and a firm structure.

2010: A classic vintage, known for its balanced and age-worthy wines
with excellent concentration.

2009: A powerful and structured vintage, producing wines with intense
flavors and a long finish.

The Northern Rhone is a truly exceptional wine region, producing a diverse
range of wines that are both expressive and terroir-driven. With its
prestigious vineyards, top producers, and renowned vintages, this region is
a must-visit for any wine enthusiast. Whether you are looking for powerful
Syrah-based wines or elegant white wines, the Northern Rhone has
something to offer every palate.

So, if you are planning a wine tour of France, make sure to include the
Northern Rhone on your itinerary. You will not be disappointed.
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