
Native Activism in Cold War America: A
Legacy of Resistance and Resilience
During the tumultuous era of the Cold War, Native American activists
emerged as a powerful force for change, challenging the pervasive
discrimination and assimilation policies that had marginalized their
communities for centuries. In the face of government suppression and
societal resistance, they fought tirelessly to defend their land rights, cultural
heritage, and political sovereignty.
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One of the most significant challenges faced by Native Americans in the
Cold War era was the federal government's termination policy. This policy
aimed to extinguish the legal status of Indian tribes, dissolve reservations,
and assimilate Native people into mainstream society. However, Native
activists fiercely resisted these measures, arguing that they violated
treaties and threatened their cultural identity.

The Red Power Movement:
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The Red Power movement was a period of activism and protest by Native Americans
in the 1960s and 1970s.

The termination policy galvanized a new generation of Native activists who
embraced the "Red Power" movement. Inspired by the civil rights and anti-
war protests of the 1960s, they demanded self-determination, economic
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justice, and the restoration of their land and resources. Key leaders of this
movement included Vine Deloria Jr., Russell Means, and Dennis Banks.

The Occupation of Alcatraz:

In 1969, Native activists staged a dramatic occupation of Alcatraz Island, a
former federal prison in San Francisco Bay. Led by the American Indian
Movement (AIM),they demanded the return of the island to Native
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Americans and the establishment of a cultural and spiritual center. The
occupation lasted for 19 months, capturing national attention and becoming
a symbol of Native American resistance.

The Trail of Broken Treaties:

The Trail of Broken Treaties was a cross-country caravan led by Native Americans to
protest broken treaties and unfulfilled promises made by the U.S. government.

In 1972, Native activists embarked on a cross-country caravan known as
the Trail of Broken Treaties. Traveling from the Pacific Northwest to

https://text.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6InBSOFF1NnRINWl1YVRZWXkyazdlOHZ3SnV6RVwvejBOUUhwbWJsTDcwSGRlc2tzVFRzaEY1SUl6cGxqTnhhNm9LTnJ5TTI2ajFtbjNVR1hCV0daXC85RWxIRHBndVBOdWdMeUU4TVlkS2lValdqQVpQV1B0c2RzK2R1RFdSMmNjY0ltdm5VVGxYV0RSQit4WjMzcGF3Ym42VlY4TUkrSk1lbGswKzF3cDNpTEk4VUVyamFvd2Z0Uis2VnNWcDJMK0RwMk5paGpwTWlFSlduN0htS0FJMm5HQT09IiwiaXYiOiIxZWNmYjk3ZjQyZjhkZDYyNjNmZTdhY2EzOWY5YTVmNSIsInMiOiJjZjdkYTAxNDk3NGM1NWZiIn0%3D


Washington, D.C., they staged protests and met with government officials
to demand the fulfillment of treaty obligations, land rights, and economic
self-sufficiency. The Trail of Broken Treaties marked a turning point in
Native activism, exposing the government's broken promises and
galvanizing support for Native causes.

Government Suppression and Backlash:

Native activism in the Cold War era faced fierce resistance from the
government and law enforcement. The FBI, CIA, and local police infiltrated
Native organizations, surveilled activists, and used violence to suppress
protests. AIM leaders were targeted with charges of murder, assault, and
conspiracy, and were subjected to harassment and intimidation.

Despite these challenges, Native activists remained undeterred. They
organized legal challenges, built alliances with other marginalized groups,
and used the media to raise awareness of their cause. Their resilience and
determination inspired a new generation of Native leaders and activists.

Legacy and Impact:



The legacy of Native activism in Cold War America continues to shape
contemporary Native American struggles. The efforts of activists during this
period laid the foundation for future progress in areas of land rights, self-
determination, and cultural preservation. Today, Native American activists
continue to fight for the rights of their communities, advocating for
environmental protection, economic development, and educational
opportunities.

The resilience and determination of Native activists in the Cold War era
serve as a testament to the enduring spirit of Indigenous peoples. Their
activism has left an indelible mark on American history and continues to
inspire generations of activists fighting for justice and equality.
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