
Groovin' Grover: Lisa Yamagishi's Journey
Through Music, Dance, and Cultural
Preservation
Grover Washington Jr. was one of the most influential jazz saxophonists of
the 20th century. His music was a fusion of jazz, soul, and R&B, and he
was known for his smooth, soulful sound.

Lisa Yamagishi is a Japanese-American musician, dancer, and cultural
preservationist who has dedicated her life to studying and teaching the
music of Grover Washington Jr. She has performed with many of the
world's top jazz musicians, and she has also taught workshops and master
classes on the music of Grover Washington Jr. all over the world.
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In this article, we will explore the life and work of Lisa Yamagishi, and we
will learn how she has helped to keep the music of Grover Washington Jr.
alive.

Early Life and Influences
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Lisa Yamagishi was born in Stockton, California, in 1960. Her father was a
Japanese immigrant who worked as a farmer, and her mother was a
Japanese-American who worked as a school teacher.

Lisa began playing the piano at the age of four, and she started taking
dance lessons at the age of seven. She was immediately drawn to the
music of Grover Washington Jr., and she began studying his music and
style at the age of 12.

Lisa attended the Berklee College of Music in Boston, where she studied
jazz performance. She graduated from Berklee in 1982, and she moved to
New York City to pursue her career as a musician.

Musical Career

Lisa Yamagishi's musical career began in New York City in the early 1980s.
She played with various bands and musicians, and she also began
teaching workshops and master classes on the music of Grover
Washington Jr.

In 1986, Lisa released her debut album, "Groovin' with Grover." The album
was a critical and commercial success, and it helped to establish Lisa as
one of the leading exponents of the music of Grover Washington Jr.

Lisa has since released several other albums, including "Groovin' Again"
(1998),"Groovin' High" (2007),and "Groovin' Grooves" (2015). She has also
toured extensively throughout the United States and Europe, and she has
performed with many of the world's top jazz musicians, including Dave
Brubeck, Kenny Burrell, and Bob James.

Cultural Preservation



In addition to her work as a musician, Lisa Yamagishi is also a committed
cultural preservationist. She has worked to promote the music of Grover
Washington Jr., and she has also helped to preserve the legacy of
Japanese-American jazz musicians.

In 2002, Lisa founded the Grover Washington Jr. Archives at the University
of California, Berkeley. The archives house a collection of Grover
Washington Jr.'s music, recordings, and memorabilia. Lisa also founded the
Grover Washington Jr. Jazz Festival, which is held annually in Stockton,
California.

Lisa's work as a cultural preservationist has been recognized by many
organizations, including the National Endowment for the Arts and the
Japanese American National Museum.

Lisa Yamagishi is a remarkable musician, dancer, and cultural
preservationist. She has dedicated her life to studying and teaching the
music of Grover Washington Jr., and she has also helped to preserve the
legacy of Japanese-American jazz musicians.

Lisa's work has helped to bring the music of Grover Washington Jr. to a
new generation of listeners, and she has also helped to promote the
importance of cultural preservation. She is a true pioneer in the field of jazz,
and she is an inspiration to all who know her.
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