
Foxes Modern Plays: A Comprehensive
Exploration of Dexter Flanders' Literary
Masterpiece
: Unmasking the Enigma of Dexter Flanders

Dexter Flanders, a revered literary figure of our time, has crafted a thought-
provoking and challenging body of work that has left an indelible mark on
contemporary British drama. As we embark on a literary odyssey through
his magnum opus, Foxes Modern Plays, we will uncover the intricate
tapestry of themes, characters, language, and theatrical devices that make
this play an enduring masterpiece.
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Flanders' reputation as a literary provocateur stems from his fearless
exploration of the human condition, delving into the depths of existential
despair, societal alienation, and the absurd nature of existence. Foxes
Modern Plays, a collection of short plays, is a testament to his artistic
prowess, showcasing his ability to weave complex narratives through
multifaceted characters and experimental theatrical techniques.
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Unraveling the Thematic Tapestry: Existentialism and Postmodern
Fragmentation

At the heart of Foxes Modern Plays lies Flanders' profound exploration of
existentialism. His characters wrestle with the weight of their own
existence, questioning their purpose, identity, and place in a seemingly
indifferent universe. The play's fragmented structure, an homage to
postmodernism, mirrors the disjointed and fractured nature of human
experience.

In the opening play, "The Waiting Room," characters find themselves
trapped in a limbo-like space, endlessly waiting for a meaning to emerge
from their meaningless lives. "The Man with the Blue Box" delves into the
depths of alienation and isolation, as the protagonist struggles to find
connection in a world obsessed with materialism.

Characters as Archetypes: Exploring Identity and the Theatre of
Cruelty

Flanders' characters are not mere puppets but rather archetypes that
embody universal human experiences. Through their interactions and
monologues, they lay bare the complexities of the human psyche, exposing
our fears, desires, and vulnerabilities.

The "Fox" character, recurring throughout the plays, represents the
animalistic instincts and primal urges that lurk beneath the surface of
civilized society. In "The Fox," a group of hunters embark on a futile chase,
unaware of the true nature of their prey. This play exemplifies Flanders' use
of the "Theatre of Cruelty," a technique pioneered by Antonin Artaud, which
aims to shock and disturb the audience, confronting them with their own
repressed desires.



The Power of Language: Absurdism and Symbolism

Flanders' masterful use of language is a defining feature of Foxes Modern
Plays. He employs absurdist dialogue, filled with non-sequiturs and circular
reasoning, to reflect the fractured nature of human communication in a
post-truth era.

Symbolism also plays a crucial role in Flanders' work. Objects and images
carry multiple meanings, inviting the audience to delve beyond the surface
of the text. In "The Blue Box," for instance, the titular box becomes a
symbol of both hope and despair, representing the unattainable dreams
and the futility of human endeavors.

: The Enduring Legacy of Foxes Modern Plays

Foxes Modern Plays stands as a towering achievement in contemporary
drama, a testament to Dexter Flanders' brilliance as a playwright,
philosopher, and provocateur. Its themes of existentialism, postmodern
fragmentation, and the exploration of identity continue to resonate with
audiences today, as we grapple with the complexities of our own existence.

Through its experimental theatrical techniques, evocative language, and
unforgettable characters, Foxes Modern Plays pushes the boundaries of
traditional theatre, challenging our preconceptions and forcing us to
confront the unsettling truths about ourselves and the world we inhabit.

Further Reading and References

Foxes Modern Plays by Dexter Flanders (Dover Thrift Editions)

Dexter Flanders obituary

Theatre review: Foxes Modern Plays by Dexter Flanders
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