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Early Life and Career

Diana Rigg was born on July 20, 1938, in Doncaster, Yorkshire, England.
Her parents, Louis and Beryl, were an engineer and a housewife,
respectively. From an early age, Diana exhibited a passion for the arts,
particularly theatre. She received her formal training at the Royal Academy
of Dramatic Art in London, graduating in 1959.

Rigg's early stage performances included roles in Shakespearean
productions such as "Twelfth Night" and "The Merchant of Venice." She
made her Broadway debut in 1964 in a production of "Abelard and
Heloïse." Her striking beauty and powerful presence quickly caught the
attention of casting directors.

Breakthrough with "The Avengers"

In 1965, Diana Rigg gained international recognition for her iconic role as
Emma Peel in the popular British television series "The Avengers." Her
character, a secret agent known for her intelligence, wit, and formidable
fighting skills, became a feminist icon and one of the most beloved female
characters in television history. Rigg's performance earned her critical
acclaim and a devoted fan base.
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Film and Stage Success

Following her success on "The Avengers," Diana Rigg continued to star in
a wide range of film and stage productions. She appeared in notable films
such as "The Assassination Bureau" (1969),"On Her Majesty's Secret
Service" (1969),and "Evil Under the Sun" (1982).

On stage, Rigg continued to showcase her versatility, tackling complex and
challenging roles. She received Tony Award nominations for her
performances in "Abelard and Heloïse" (1971),"My Fair Lady" (1976),and
"Medea" (1994).

Later Career and Legacy

In recent years, Diana Rigg graced screens once again with unforgettable
performances. She played Olenna Tyrell, the formidable matriarch of
House Tyrell, in the hit HBO series "Game of Thrones" (2013-2017). Her
portrayal earned her an Emmy Award nomination for Outstanding
Supporting Actress in a Drama Series.

Rigg's illustrious career spanned over six decades, and she left an indelible
mark on the world of entertainment. Her exceptional acting abilities,
captivating presence, and unwavering dedication made her an icon for
generations of fans.
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Personal Life and Activism

Diana Rigg was married twice. Her first marriage to Menahem Golan ended
in divorce in 1973. She later married actor Archie Stirling in 1982, and they
remained together until his death in 1995. Rigg had one daughter, Rachael
Stirling, who followed in her mother's footsteps to become an actress.

Beyond her artistic endeavors, Diana Rigg was actively involved in social
activism. She supported various causes, including the Alzheimer's Society
and The Royal British Legion. In 1970, she was appointed a Commander of
the Order of the British Empire (CBE) for her services to drama.

Death and Legacy

Diana Rigg passed away on September 10, 2020, at the age of 82. Her
death was met with an outpouring of grief from fans, colleagues, and the
entertainment community. She is remembered as one of the most
accomplished and influential actresses of her time, whose contributions to
stage and screen will continue to inspire and entertain for generations to
come.

****

Diana Rigg was a dazzling star who illuminated stages and screens alike.
Her exceptional acting abilities, combined with her intelligence, wit, and
captivating presence, left an unforgettable imprint on the world of
entertainment. From her iconic turn as Emma Peel to her unforgettable
portrayal of Olenna Tyrell, Rigg's legacy as an artistic icon will continue to
inspire and captivate audiences for years to come.
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