
Creating the National Security State: A Long
and Winding Road
The creation of the national security state in the United States was a long
and winding road, with many twists and turns along the way. It began in the
aftermath of World War II, when the United States emerged as the world's
leading superpower. The Cold War with the Soviet Union created a sense
of urgency about national security, and the government began to take steps
to strengthen its defenses. These steps included the creation of new
intelligence agencies, the expansion of the military, and the development of
new technologies.
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The national security state has continued to grow and evolve over the
years, and it has become an essential part of American life. However, it has
also come under increasing scrutiny, as critics argue that it has become too
powerful and that it has eroded civil liberties.
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The Origins of the National Security State

The origins of the national security state can be traced back to the
aftermath of World War II. The war had been a devastating conflict, and it
had left the United States with a sense of vulnerability. The Cold War with
the Soviet Union only heightened this sense of vulnerability, and the
government began to take steps to strengthen its defenses.

One of the most important steps was the creation of new intelligence
agencies. The Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) was created in 1947 to
gather and analyze intelligence from around the world. The National
Security Agency (NSA) was created in 1952 to intercept and decrypt
communications from other countries. These agencies played a vital role in
the Cold War, and they continue to play an important role in national
security today.

The government also began to expand the military in the aftermath of
World War II. The military budget was increased, and the number of troops
was increased. The United States also began to develop new weapons and
technologies, including nuclear weapons and intercontinental ballistic
missiles.

The Growth of the National Security State

The national security state continued to grow and evolve throughout the
Cold War. The CIA and NSA became increasingly powerful, and they
conducted a wide range of covert operations around the world. The military
also continued to grow, and the United States became involved in a
number of wars and conflicts, including the Vietnam War and the Korean
War.



The growth of the national security state was fueled by a number of factors,
including the Cold War, the rise of terrorism, and the development of new
technologies. The Cold War created a sense of urgency about national
security, and the government was willing to take steps that would have
been unthinkable in peacetime. The rise of terrorism also led to an
expansion of the national security state, as the government sought to
prevent terrorist attacks. The development of new technologies, such as
computers and satellites, also made it possible for the government to
collect and analyze more information than ever before.

The National Security State Today

The national security state is a complex and multifaceted phenomenon. It
includes a wide range of institutions and agencies, including the CIA, NSA,
FBI, and Department of Homeland Security. The national security state also
includes a vast network of contractors and consultants who provide support
to the government. The national security state has been criticized for being
too powerful and for eroding civil liberties, but it is also essential for
protecting the United States from its enemies.

The national security state is likely to continue to grow and evolve in the
years to come. The United States faces a number of new challenges,
including the rise of cyberterrorism and the proliferation of nuclear
weapons. The government will need to adapt its national security policies to
meet these challenges, and the national security state will likely play a key
role in this process.

The creation of the national security state in the United States was a long
and winding road. The national security state has become an essential part
of American life, but it has also come under increasing scrutiny. The



national security state will likely continue to grow and evolve in the years to
come, and it will play a key role in protecting the United States from its
enemies.
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