
Chris Coles: The Enigmatic Figure Behind
Team Trump Noir
In the annals of American politics, the 2016 presidential election stands out
as a watershed moment, marked by unprecedented divisions and the rise
of unconventional strategies. Among the key players who orchestrated the
Republican victory was a shadowy figure known as Chris Coles, a brilliant
data analyst who emerged as the mastermind behind Team Trump Noir.
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This article delves into the enigmatic world of Chris Coles, exploring his
background, his role in shaping Team Trump's hardball tactics, his
connections to right-wing media outlets, and his lasting impact on the
American political landscape.

Early Life and Education

Chris Coles was born in 1977 and grew up in a small town in Ohio. From a
young age, he displayed an aptitude for mathematics and computer
science. After graduating high school, he attended the University of
California, Berkeley, where he earned a degree in computer science. Coles
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went on to pursue a master's degree in statistics, further enhancing his
analytical skills.
Data Analytics and Political Consulting

After completing his studies, Coles embarked on a career in data analytics,
specializing in predictive modeling. He worked for several companies,
developing algorithms to identify consumer behavior and target marketing
campaigns. In 2011, Coles joined Cambridge Analytica, a data analysis firm
that played a pivotal role in the 2016 presidential election.

Team Trump Noir and the 2016 Election

In 2016, Coles became involved in Team Trump Noir, an unofficial group of
data analysts, pollsters, and political strategists. This group, led by Steve
Bannon, the former executive chairman of Breitbart News, employed
unconventional tactics to support Donald Trump's presidential bid.

Coles' expertise in data analytics was instrumental in shaping Team Trump
Noir's strategies. He developed sophisticated models to identify potential
Trump voters and target them with tailored messages. These models were
used to micro-target voters on social media and through direct mail
campaigns, delivering personalized content that appealed to their specific
interests and concerns.

Connections to Right-Wing Media

Team Trump Noir had close ties to right-wing media outlets, particularly
Breitbart News. Coles played a key role in this relationship, using his
connections to amplify Trump's message and reach a broader audience.

Coles also worked with InfoWars, a conspiracy theory website, to promote
Trump's candidacy. These relationships raised concerns about the spread



of misinformation and the potential for foreign interference in the election.
Impact and Legacy

The tactics employed by Team Trump Noir, including micro-targeting, data
analytics, and connections to right-wing media, had a significant impact on
the 2016 election.

Coles' contributions to Team Trump Noir have been both praised and
critiqued. Supporters credit him with developing innovative strategies that
helped Trump win the presidency. Critics, however, argue that his tactics
exploited social divisions and contributed to the polarization of American
politics.

Chris Coles remains an enigmatic figure in American politics. His role in
shaping the Republican Party and the 2016 presidential election continues
to be a subject of debate and discussion.

Chris Coles, the mastermind behind Team Trump Noir, played a pivotal role
in the 2016 presidential election. His innovative data analytics strategies
and connections to right-wing media outlets helped shape the Republican
Party's hardball tactics and amplify Donald Trump's message.

The impact of Coles' contributions is still felt today. His legacy serves as a
reminder of the growing influence of data analytics and social media in
shaping political campaigns and the ongoing debate about the ethics and
consequences of targeting voters with personalized messages.
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