
Boston Vignettes: William Schemmel and
Bromfield Street's Bustling Past
In the heart of downtown Boston, Bromfield Street stands as a testament to
the city's rich history and vibrant urban fabric. This bustling thoroughfare
has played a pivotal role in Boston's cultural, commercial, and social life,
and its story is vividly captured through the lens of renowned photographer
William Schemmel.
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Schemmel's remarkable photographs, taken in the mid-20th century, offer a
captivating glimpse into the bygone era of Bromfield Street. His keen eye
for detail and ability to capture the essence of city life invite viewers on a
nostalgic journey through a Boston that no longer exists.

Bromfield Street: A Hub of Activity

Bromfield Street has always been a hub of activity, serving as a major
thoroughfare connecting downtown Boston with the retail and
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entertainment district around Winter Place and Park Square. In the 19th
and early 20th centuries, the street was lined with elegant brownstone
buildings housing prominent businesses and cultural institutions.

Schemmel's photographs capture the street's vibrant atmosphere, with
horse-drawn carriages and early automobiles vying for space with
pedestrians. Street vendors hawked their wares, while shoppers and
theatergoers strolled along the sidewalks, enjoying the city's lively
ambiance.

Notable Landmarks and Businesses

Bromfield Street is home to several notable landmarks and businesses that
have played a significant role in Boston's history and culture. Schemmel's
photographs provide a glimpse into these iconic institutions during their
heyday.
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Boston Public Library

At the corner of Dartmouth and Boylston Streets stands the majestic
Boston Public Library, a world-renowned institution known for its vast
collection and architectural grandeur. Schemmel's photographs capture the
library's stately exterior and elegant reading rooms, inviting viewers to step
back in time to an era of learning and intellectual pursuits.

The Boston Public Library stands as a beacon of knowledge and architectural
beauty.

Old Corner Bookstore

Further down Bromfield Street, at the intersection with Washington Street,
stands the historic Old Corner Bookstore. This iconic building once housed
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the offices of renowned authors such as Nathaniel Hawthorne and Oliver
Wendell Holmes. Schemmel's photographs evoke the bookstore's literary
legacy, capturing its charming facade and the bustling crowds of readers
and book lovers.

Young's Hotel and Parker House

Bromfield Street was also known for its elegant hotels, which catered to
Boston's elite and visiting dignitaries. Schemmel's photographs capture the
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grandeur of Young's Hotel and Parker House, two iconic establishments
that have welcomed countless famous guests over the years.

Young's Hotel has hosted a myriad of notable figures throughout its history.
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Jordan Marsh and Filene's

Bromfield Street was also a shopper's paradise, with two of Boston's most
prominent department stores, Jordan Marsh and Filene's, located within
close proximity. Schemmel's photographs capture the excitement and
glamour of these retail giants, with their elaborate window displays and
bustling crowds.
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Jordan Marsh was known for its upscale merchandise and elegant shopping
experience.
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A Changing Landscape

Over the decades, Bromfield Street's landscape has undergone significant
changes. Many of the historic buildings captured in Schemmel's
photographs have been replaced by modern structures, reflecting the city's
evolving architectural and economic priorities.

However, the street's vibrant atmosphere remains, with a mix of shops,
restaurants, and cultural institutions catering to a diverse clientele.
Schemmel's photographs provide a valuable glimpse into the street's rich
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past, inviting viewers to appreciate its enduring legacy as a vital artery of
Boston's urban fabric.

William Schemmel's photographs of Bromfield Street offer a captivating
window into the bustling past of one of Boston's most historic and vibrant
streets. They freeze moments in time, capturing the street's architectural
grandeur, commercial vitality, and the everyday life of its inhabitants.
Through Schemmel's lens, viewers can experience the charm and
excitement of a bygone era, while also gaining a deeper appreciation for
the city's ongoing evolution.

As Boston continues to grow and change, Bromfield Street remains a
testament to the city's rich history and enduring spirit. Schemmel's
photographs serve as a poignant reminder of the street's vibrant past,
inspiring future generations to explore and celebrate the city's cultural
heritage.
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