
Big Government and the Rise of American
Political Corruption
An In-Depth Analysis

The United States has long been plagued by political corruption. From the
early days of the republic, when politicians were routinely bribed, to the
modern era of campaign finance scandals and corporate lobbying,
corruption has been a persistent problem in American politics.
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In recent years, there has been a growing debate about the role of big
government in the rise of political corruption. Some argue that big
government creates more opportunities for corruption, while others contend
that it is actually better equipped to combat corruption.

In this article, we will explore the correlation between big government and
political corruption in the United States. We will examine historical trends,
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case studies, and expert insights to shed light on this complex issue.

Historical Trends

The history of political corruption in the United States is long and storied. In
the early days of the republic, politicians were routinely bribed by foreign
governments and special interests. This corruption was so widespread that
it led to the passage of the Logan Act in 1799, which made it a crime for
unauthorized citizens to negotiate with foreign governments.

In the 19th century, political corruption continued to be a problem. The
spoils system, which allowed the winning party in an election to fill all
government jobs, led to widespread patronage and corruption. This system
was eventually reformed by the Pendleton Civil Service Act of 1883, which
established a merit-based system for hiring government employees.

In the 20th century, political corruption took on new forms. The rise of big
business led to the proliferation of corporate lobbying, which has become a
major source of corruption in American politics.

Case Studies

There are numerous case studies that illustrate the correlation between big
government and political corruption.

One example is the Watergate scandal of the 1970s. This scandal involved
the break-in of the Democratic National Committee headquarters by
operatives working for President Richard Nixon. The ensuing investigation
revealed a widespread pattern of corruption within the Nixon administration,
including illegal campaign finance activities, wiretapping, and obstruction of
justice.



Another example is the Enron scandal of the early 2000s. This scandal
involved the collapse of the Enron Corporation, which was one of the
largest energy companies in the world. The scandal revealed that Enron
had been engaging in a wide range of accounting fraud and other illegal
activities, with the help of corrupt politicians and regulators.

Expert Insights

Numerous experts have weighed in on the correlation between big
government and political corruption.

One such expert is Dr. Thomas Sowell, a renowned economist and social
theorist. Sowell argues that big government creates more opportunities for
corruption because it gives politicians and bureaucrats more power and
control over the lives of citizens.

Another expert is Dr. John Lott, a professor of law and economics at the
University of Chicago. Lott argues that big government is actually better
equipped to combat corruption because it can regulate special interests
and enforce campaign finance laws.

The debate over the correlation between big government and political
corruption is complex and there is no easy answer. However, the evidence
suggests that big government does create more opportunities for
corruption.

This is not to say that big government is inherently corrupt. However, it is
important to be aware of the risks and to take steps to mitigate them. These
steps include:



Enacting strong campaign finance laws

Regulating special interests

Enforcing ethics rules

Promoting transparency in government

By taking these steps, we can help to reduce political corruption and
ensure that our government is working for the people, not for special
interests.
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