
As You Like It: A Deeper Dive into the Folger
Shakespeare Library's Treasures
Step into the enchanting world of William Shakespeare's beloved comedy,
"As You Like It," through the captivating collection of artifacts housed at the
Folger Shakespeare Library. Explore the library's rich holdings, which
include original manuscripts, rare editions, and stunning illustrations that
illuminate the play's timeless themes of love, identity, and the
transformative power of nature.
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The First Folio and Beyond: Original Manuscripts and Rare Editions

At the heart of the Folger's collection lies the First Folio, the monumental
1623 compilation of Shakespeare's plays. This precious volume features
the first printed version of "As You Like It," providing invaluable insights into
Shakespeare's original text.

Complementing the First Folio are a series of later editions that showcase
the play's enduring popularity and evolving interpretations. These editions
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include the influential 1765 Johnson-Steevens edition, adorned with
detailed annotations, and the lavishly illustrated 1895 edition by Edmund
Dulac, renowned for its exquisite Art Nouveau-inspired artwork.

Illustrating the Play: From Early Engravings to Modern Interpretations

The Folger's collection also boasts a remarkable array of illustrations that
bring "As You Like It" to life. Early engravings, such as those found in the
1685 Dighton edition, offer a glimpse into the play's 17th-century staging
and costumes. Later illustrations, by renowned artists like Arthur Rackham
and Charles Robinson, capture the play's whimsical and romantic spirit with
their ethereal depictions of the Forest of Arden.

Contemporary illustrators continue to reinterpret "As You Like It" with fresh
perspectives. The Folger's collection includes stunning works by
contemporary artists such as Maira Kalman and Peter Sis, which offer
unique and thought-provoking interpretations of the play's characters and
themes.

Unveiling the Secrets: Literary Analysis and Cultural Impact

Beyond the physical artifacts, the Folger Shakespeare Library also houses
a wealth of literary analysis and scholarship that deepens our
understanding of "As You Like It." Critical essays, performance reviews,
and cultural studies explore the play's themes, characters, and its enduring
relevance. These resources provide valuable insights into the play's
historical context, its influence on literary tradition, and its ongoing
significance in modern society.

The Folger's collection also documents the play's cultural impact, including
its numerous stage adaptations, film versions, and musical interpretations.



Playbills, costume sketches, and production photographs trace the play's
journey from the Elizabethan era to the present day, showcasing its
enduring fascination and adaptability.

Experiencing the Collection: In-Person and Online

The Folger Shakespeare Library offers a range of opportunities to engage
with its collection both in person and online.

In-person visits: Visitors can explore the Folger's galleries and view
selected artifacts from the "As You Like It" collection. Guided tours
provide expert insights and historical context.

Online exhibitions: The Folger's website features online exhibitions
that showcase highlights from the collection, including digital images
and interactive features.

Educational resources: The Folger provides a range of educational
resources for students, teachers, and scholars, including lesson plans,
online courses, and access to digital archives.

As You Like It comes alive at the Folger Shakespeare Library, where its
treasures offer a captivating journey into the world of one of Shakespeare's
most beloved comedies. Through its collection of original manuscripts, rare
editions, stunning illustrations, and insightful scholarship, the Folger
provides a unique opportunity to explore the play's enduring themes, its
cultural impact, and its continuing relevance in the modern world.
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The Rock Monsters Guide to Drums: The
Essential Guide for Aspiring Drummers
If you're passionate about drumming and want to take your skills to the
next level, The Rock Monsters Guide to Drums is the ultimate resource
for...

The United Nations Renaissance: A New Era of
Global Cooperation
The United Nations was founded in 1945 in the aftermath of World War II.
Its mission was to prevent future wars and to promote peace, security,
and human rights around the...
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