
An Analysis of Fritz Schachermeyr's
Interpretation of Alexander the Great
Fritz Schachermeyr (1895-1987) was a renowned Austrian historian and
archaeologist who specialized in ancient Greek history. His work on
Alexander the Great, published in 1949, is considered one of the most
influential and comprehensive studies of the Macedonian king.
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Schachermeyr's interpretation of Alexander is based on a thorough
examination of the historical sources, including the accounts of Alexander's
contemporaries and the later tradition. He argues that Alexander was a
complex and multifaceted individual, driven by both personal ambition and
a genuine desire to create a unified and cosmopolitan empire.

Alexander's Character and Motivations
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Schachermeyr emphasizes Alexander's strong will and determination, as
well as his ability to inspire loyalty and devotion in his followers. He also
notes that Alexander was highly intelligent and charismatic, with a keen
understanding of human nature.

Schachermeyr argues that Alexander's primary motivation was to achieve
personal glory and immortalize his name. He was driven by a desire to
surpass his predecessors and create an empire that would endure for
centuries. However, Schachermeyr also recognizes that Alexander was not
simply a power-hungry conqueror, but also a man of vision who sought to
spread Greek culture and civilization throughout the known world.

Alexander's Legacy

Schachermeyr argues that Alexander's legacy is both complex and
enduring. He was responsible for creating one of the largest and most
powerful empires in history, but his empire was short-lived and ultimately
divided among his generals.

However, Schachermeyr also notes that Alexander's conquests had a
profound impact on the development of world civilization. He introduced
Greek language and culture to vast new regions, and his empire facilitated
the exchange of goods and ideas between East and West.

In addition, Schachermeyr argues that Alexander's military genius and
leadership skills have inspired military commanders and political leaders for
centuries. He is considered one of the greatest military commanders in
history, and his campaigns have been studied and analyzed by countless
scholars and military strategists.



Fritz Schachermeyr's interpretation of Alexander the Great is a valuable
and insightful contribution to the study of ancient history. His work provides
a comprehensive and nuanced understanding of Alexander's character,
motivations, and legacy. Schachermeyr's analysis is highly recommended
for anyone interested in the life and times of Alexander the Great.
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